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"First they came for the Communists, 
and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a Communist.

Then they came for the Jews, 
and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a Jew.

Then they came for the trade unionists, 
and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a trade unionist.

Then they came for the Catholics, 
and I didn't speak up because I was a Protestant.

Then they came for me, and by that time, no one was left to speak up."
                            —Pastor Martin Niemöller, 1945 
Directions: Read the above quote and answer the following questions in complete sentences. Don’t forget to steal and spit!
1. Who are “they” that Niemöller writes about, as in, “first they came for…”?  (Hint, look at the date of the quote.)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What does it mean when he says, “came for”? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Why does he repeat the phrase, “Then they came for…” several times? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What effect does the repetition of this phrase have on the listener? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What does he mean by, “I didn’t speak up”? What are some ways he could have “spoken up”? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6.   Describe some of the feelings this poem makes you feel.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.  Has there ever been a time in your life when you should have spoke up for someone or something but didn’t? How do you feel about that decision now?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.  Is it our responsibility to stand up for others?  Why or why not, EXPLAIN THOROUGHLY!!!

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. How much responsibility do you feel for what takes place around you: in your family, in your school, in your city, in your country, and in the world? List at least three responsibilities you feel for each level. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

